To draw, stretch, or open out, esp. over a flat
surface, as something rolled or folded

To proceed or spread out in a scattered or
irregular group.

To throw into confusion or

/ / disarray

To cause to spread out in a straggling or disordered fashion.
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The Online Divergence of Language

When language enters the world through speech, art,
or any other type of sign, we tend to understand or be-
lieve that the meaning we immediately give to signs is
concrete. Therefore, when the time comes to interpret
signs, we understand them one way. Many thinkers
throughout history have come to believe or understand
things another way, where the sign signifies nothing but
other signs, and the meaning of the sign shifts and mu-
tates relative to an individuals experience of the world,
usually filtered through cultural associations. Though
this understanding confuses our world quite a bit, some
even suggesting that no actual communication could
ever exist because of this interpreting problem (inter-
pretosis), one could also take a glimpse into the way
our mind uses signs and language to see the world, and
how our mind operates.

a rather large interval of time that is meaningful in the
life of a person, in history, etc., because of its particular
characteristics

Specific presence;
occurrence:

. / Any period, state, or sphere of existence
Sprawling Worlds PN

he place or environment within which a person or thing exists; a
field of activity or operation

LANGUAGE

a separate physical mass or
quantity, esp. as distinguished . X
A group of interacting,

interrelated, or interdependent
elements forming a complex
whole.

from other masses or quanti-
ties.

a body of words and the systems for
their use common to a people who are
of the same community or natiop, the

1 A fund; I, I,
same geogrgphlcal area, or thg'same A fundamen), essenia,or
cultural tradition composite entiy

the handing down of state-
ments, beliefs, legends,
customs, information, etc.,
from generation to gen-
eration, esp. by word of
mouth or by practice

composed of many intercon-

alarge body of people, associ-  comprising the full quantity, ~ "eCted parts; compound;
ated with a particular territory, amount, extent, number, etc., composite:
that s sufficiently conscious of without diminution or excep-
its unity to seek or to possess a tion; entire, full, or total
government peculiarly its own:

of a distinct or particular kind

or character

a social group of any size whose
members reside in a specific having a special appli-
locality, share government, and cation, bearing, or refer-

often have a common \cultural and /EKE;Specifying, explic-

historical heritage. it, or definite

to sustain without yielding or
suffering injury; tolerate

something that comes o be-
longs to one by reasn of birth;
an inherited lot or portion belonging equally to, or shared
alike by, two or more or all in
question

clearly defined or determined;
To belong as an adjunct, part, not vague or general; fixed;
holding, or quality precise; exact

of, pertaining
to, treating, or
characteristic
of history or
pastjevents

the political direction and control eXer- o exercise restraint or irec-

cised over the actions of the membergac ' e command
citizens, or inhabitants of communities,\
societies, and states; direction of the

. . A distinct part of a whole,
affairg of a state, community especially:
1. Linguistics. A syntactic unit

of a sentence; a clause
2. Logic. A proposition of a

Being a feature that helps

a continuous, systematic to distinguish a person or syllogism.
A thing; distinctive Something done or to be done 3. Mathematics. An element
narrative of past events as : o set

relating to a particular people,
country, period, person, etc.,
usually written as a chrono-
logical account; chronicle

a position on a line extending
from a specific point toward a
point of the compass or toward
the nadir or the zenith

some entity, object, or creature an individual human being,

thatis not or cannot be specifi- esp. with reference to his or

cally designated or precisely her social relationships and

described: behavioral patterns as condi-
tioned by the culture



To draw, stretch, or open out, esp. over a flat

surface, as something rolled or folded iregular group.

To cause to spread out in a straggling or disordered fashion.
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ARCHIVE
Life has always seemed to me like a plant that lives on its rhizome. Its

SUBMIT true life is invisible, hidden in the rhizome. The part that appears above
the_ground lasts only a single summer. Then it withers away—an ephem-
eral apparition. When we think of the unending growth and decay of life
SEARCH and civilizations, we cannot escape the impression of absolute nullity.
Yet | have never lost the sense of something that lives and endures
beneath the eternal flux. What we see is blossom, which passes.

The rhizome remains.
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FRENCH LITERITURE
ARCHIVE 16th century # 20th century
SUBMIT * Francois Rabelais - Pantagruel. Gargantua * Gaston Leroux- Le Fantome de I'opéra (The Phantom of the
Opera), Le Mystere de la chambre jaune (The Mystery of the Yellow
Room
17th centu foom)
FOOTNOTES Y
+ Madame de Lafayette - La Princesse de Claves * André Gide - Les Faux-monnayeurs (The Counterfeiters), The
SEARCH Immoralist
18th century 3
* Marcel Proust - A la recherche du temps perdu (In Search of Lost
* Voltaire - Candide Time) _
* Jean-Jacques Rousseau - Julie, ou la nouvelle Héloise And_re Bretgn - Na(f‘? .
* Denis Diderot - Jacques le fataliste (Jacques the Fatalist) * Louis-Ferdinand Céfine - Voyage au bout de la nuit (Journey to
EDITOR the End of the Night

19th century

* Victor Hugo - Notre Dame de Paris (The Hunchback of Notre
Dame), Les Misérables

* Alexandre Dumas, pére - Les Trois mousquetaires (The Three
Musketeers), Le Comte de Monte-CristoThe Count of Monte Cristo

* Stendhal - Le Rouge et le Noir (The Red and the Black), La
Chartreuse de Parme (The Charterhouse of Parma)

* Honoré de Balzac - La Comédie humaine (“The Human Comedy”,

a novel cycle which includes Pére Goriot)

* Jules Verne - Le Tour du monde en quatre-vingt jours (Around
the World in Eighty Days), Vingt mille lieues sous les mers (Twenty
Thousand Leagues Under the Sea)

* Gustave Flaubert - Madame Bovary, L'Education sentimentale
(Sentimental Education)

* Guy de Maupassant - Bel Ami, Le Collier (The Necklace), other
short stories

* Emile Zola - Les Rougon-Macquart (a novel cycle which includes

Germinal, Nana and La Béte humaine)

* Colette - Gigi

* Albert Camus - L'Etranger The Stranger
* Michel Butor - 'Emploi du temps

* Alain Robbe-Grillet - Dans le labyrinthe
* Robert Pinget - Quelqu’un
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Marcel Proust-

HOME ,
Swann’s Way
SPRAWL pg3
ARCHIVE | would fall asleep, and often | would be awake again for short snatches
only, just long enough to hear the regular creaking of the wainscot, or to
SUBMIT open my eyes to settle the shifting kaleidoscope of the darkness, to
savour, in an instantaneous flash of perception, the sleep which lay heavy
upon the furniture, the room, the whole surroundings of which | formed but
FOOTNOTES an insignificant part and whose unconsciousness | should very soon return
to share. Or, perhaps, while | was asleep | had_returned without the least
SEARCH effort to an earlier stage in my life, now for ever outgrown; and had come

under the thrall of one of my childish terrors, such as that old terror of

my great-uncle’s pulling my curls, which was effectually dispelled on the

day--the dawn of a new era to me--on which they were finally cropped from

my head. | had forgotten that event during my sleep; | remembered it again

immediately | had succeeded in making myself wake up to escape my
EDITOR great-uncle’s fingers; still, as a measure of precaution, | would bury the

whole of my head in the pillow before returning to the world of dreams.

Sometimes, too, just as Eve was created from a rib of Adam, so a woman
would come into existence while | was sleeping, conceived from some strain
in the position of my limbs. Formed by the appetite that | was on the

point of gratifying, she it was, | imagined, who offered me that

gratification. My body, conscious that its own warmth was permeating hers,
would strive to become one with her, and | would awake. The rest of
humanity seemed very remote in comparison with this woman whose company |
had left but a moment ago: my cheek was still warm with her kiss, my body
bent beneath the weight of hers. If, as would sometimes happen, she had
the appearance of some woman whom | had known in waking hours, | would
abandon myself altogether to the sole quest of her, like people who set

out on a journey to see with their own eyes some city that they have

always longed to visit, and imagine that they can taste in reality what

has charmed their fancy. And then, gradually, the memory of her would
dissolve and vanish, until | had forgotten the maiden of my dream.

next ==>
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HOME Perception

SPRAWL
History of the study of perception
ARCHIVE
perception /prspn/ Perception is one of the oldest fields within scientific psychology,
SUBMIT o and there are correspondingly many theories about its underlying
Pronunciation (per-sep-shuhn) processes. The oldest quantitative law in psychology is the Weber-
Fechner law, which quantifies the relationship between the intensity
FOOTNOTES -noun of physical stimuli and their perceptual effects. It was the study of
perception that gave rise to the Gestalt school of psychology, with
SEARCH 1.. t.h.e act or faculty .Of apprehending by means of the senses or of the its emphasis on holistic approaches.
mind; cognition; understanding.
2. immediate or intuitive recognition or appreciation, as of moral, psy- Perception and reality
chological, or aesthetic qualities; insight; intuition; discernment: an artist of rare  yndecidable Perception
perception.
3. the result or product of perceiving, as distinguished from the act of Many cognitive psychologists hold that, as we move about in the
EDITOR berceiving; percept. world, we create a model of how the world works. That is, we sense
4. Psychology. a single unified awareness derived from sensory processes  the objective world, but our sensations map to percepts, and these
while a stimulus is present. percepts are provisional, in the same sense that scientific hypoth-
5. Law. the taking into possession of rents, crops, profits, etc. eses are provisional (cf. in the scientific method). As we acquire
new information, our percepts shift. Abraham Pais’ biography refers
[Origin: 1350-1400; ME percepcioun (< OF percepcion) < L perception- (s. of to the ‘esemplastic’ nature of imagination. In the case of visual
perceptio) comprehension, lit., a taking in. See percept, -ion] perception, some people can actually see the percept shift in their

mind’s eye. Others who are not picture thinkers, may not neces-
sarily perceive the ‘shape-shifting’ as their world changes. The
‘esemplastic’ nature has been shown by experiment: an ambiguous
image has multiple interpretations on the perceptual level.

Just as one object can give rise to multiple percepts, so an object
may fail to give rise to any percept at all: if the percept has no
grounding in a person’s experience, the person may literally not
perceive it.
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To throw into confusion or

/ / disarray
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